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As required by USEPA, The Village of Freeburg recently completed an inventory of home water lines
in Freeburg. You are receiving this notice because your residence has been identified as having lead
or galvanized lines.

We are informing you of the possible presence of lead in your lines, to raise awareness and provide
common precautions that are best practices.

The Village is diligently working towards a replacement program that will not affect Freeburg's
residents financially. Estimated costs for lead service line replacement is $5000.00 to $10,000.00 per
line depending on variables such as length of line and obstacles that are at individual residences.
Freeburg is seeking grant funding that will cover the homeowner's side (meter to the residence), and
the Village's side - meter to the main.

Freeburg's water continues to meet and exceed Federal and state guidelines for Lead testing. No
dangerous levels have been detected, and the Village continues to monitor for possible lead in
individual homes.

As new information becomes available to us, we will pass it on to our residents who may be affected.
Per USEPA information found on the following pages is required.

If you have any questions, please call Village Hall at 618-539-5545 Monday through Friday, 7 am to 4
pm. If no answer, leave name, number, and address with the best time to call you and we will return
your call.

Learn About Lead www.epa.gov/lead

Information about the risks associated with lead in drinking water is available at the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency website shown above.

Water Department | Village of Freeburg Public Works

VILLAGE BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THE FIRST AND THIRD MONDAY OF EVERY MONTH
o <RGN >



Frequently Asked Questions about
Lead in Water from Pipes and Plumbing

How does lead get into drinking water?

Lead can enter drinking water through corrosion of plumbing materials, especially where the water
has high acidity or low mineral content that corrodes pipes and fixtures. Homes built before 1986 are
more likely to have lead pipes, fixtures, and solder. However, new homes are also at risk: even legally
‘lead-free” plumbing may contain up to eight percent lead. Beginning January 2014, changes to the
Safe Drinking Water Act further reduced the maximum allowable lead content of pipes, pipe fittings,
plumbing fittings, and fixtures to 0.25 percent. The most common problem is with brass or
chrome-plated brass faucets and fixtures with lead solder, from which lead can enter the water,
especially hot water. Corrosion is a dissolving or wearing away of metal caused by a chemical
reaction between water and your plumbing. The USEPA has determined that lead can cause
significant health problems if it accumulates in a person’s body over time. While lead in tap water is
rarely the single cause of lead poisoning, it can increase a person’s overall total lead exposure. High
levels of lead in your household drinking water can have significant health impacts, primarily for
children and pregnant women.

Galvanized Pipe included?

Galvanized piping has the potential for lead particles to cling to it, so these pipes are slated for
replacement as well.

What does Freeburg do to protect my household from lead?

To prevent lead from dissolving into water from lead service lines or home plumbing, Freeburg
purchases water from the SLM Water Plant. SLM has the ability to adjust the water’s chemistry at the
treatment plant to limit the risk of corrosion in water lines. This process is known as Corrosion
Control. Although corrosion control can reduce risks, the best way to assure your home is safe from
lead exposure is to remove the potential sources of lead.

The Village conducts tests per EPA standards for Lead and Copper in homes with suspected lead
service lines and/or lead solder. No dangerous levels have been detected, and the Village will
continue its monitoring program for possible lead in homes.

What can | do to reduce the possibility of lead from my drinkin water?

1. Run the Tap Before Use — Lead levels are at their highest when water has been sitting in the
pipe for several hours. Clear this water from your pipes by running the cold water for several
minutes. This allows you to draw fresh water from the main. The Village of Freeburg
recommends running water for 60 seconds. You can use this water on houseplants or to flush
toilets.

2. Clean Aerators — Aerators are small attachments at the tips of faucets which regulate the flow
of water. They can accumulate small particles of lead in their screens. It is a good idea to
remove your aerators at least monthly and clean them out.

3. Use Cold Water for Cooking and Drinking — Always cook and prepare baby formula with cold
water, because hot water dissolves lead more quickly, resulting in higher levels in water.
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4. Filter the Water — Many home water filters are effective at removing lead. If you purchase a
filter, make sure it is certified for lead removal and that you maintain it properly. Find out more on
filter certification at www.nsf.org. Water pitchers and filters are available at Lowes, Menards,
Walmart, and Tobinson's, make sure it does remove lead. Price ranges are from $25.00 to
$50.00. Replacement filter range in price depending on how many you purchase. $37.00 (two
pack) to $60.00 (4 pack).

Do all home filters and other water filter treatment devices remove lead?
No. If you purchase a water filter or home treatment device, make sure it is independently certified for
lead removal and that you maintain it properly. Find out more on filter certification at www.nsf.org.

Are there special steps | should take to protect my developing baby, infant or oung children?
Households with pregnant women, infants or young children should be especially aware of the
potential for lead exposure through drinking water. If you suspect there may be residual lead in your
home plumbing, consider having your water evaluated at a certified laboratory. If lead is detected,
consider purchasing a filter certified for lead removal, or use an alternate source of water until the
problem is corrected. Babies and young children are most vulnerable to the harmful effects of lead at
low levels. U.S. EPA estimates infants who consume mostly mixed formula can receive 40 percent to
60 percent of their exposure to lead from drinking water.

Is it safe to shower in water that contains lead?
Because lead is not absorbed through the skin, bathing or showering in water containing lead is not
considered a health risk.

Is water the only source of lead in homes and businesses ?

No, only about 20% of total exposure, according to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention. However, drinking water can account for more than half of lead exposure in children
because of their lower body weight. Additionally, because no level of lead is considered safe,
eliminating potential sources of lead is strongly advised.

How do | know whether my drinking water contains lead?

Because it is colorless and tasteless, lead is not readily apparent in water. In fact, the only way to
know for certain whether your drinking water contains lead is to have your water evaluated by a
certified laboratory. The Village will not be testing individual homes on demand. If you want to have
your water tested for lead by a certified lab, The Village can provide you with a list of certified labs
and assist you with sample collection.

Moving Forward
You are receiving this letter because crews have identified a lead line(s) in your home, or we were
unable to identify if you have lead piping in your home or were unable to inspect your piping.
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Spanish: "Este aviso contiene informacién importante sobre su agua servicio y puede afectar a sus derecho.
Te animamos a tener este aviso traducido en su totalidad a un idioma que comprenda y antes de tomar
cualquier decisidon que pueda ser requerida bajo Esta noticia."

Polish ,Niniejsze powiadomienie zawiera wazne informacje dotyczgce Twojej wody
ustugi i moze mie¢ wptyw na Twoje prawa. Zachecamy do posiadania

ta informacja zostata przettumaczona w catosci na jezyk, ktéry rozumiesz

i zanim podejmiesz jakiekolwiek decyzje, ktére mogg by¢ wymagane w ramach

to zawiadomienie."

Chinese ‘MBS 2EMEHVKHNEEER
fRFS, WrJsER/&RaURER]. IRPIEENSHES
AEHE X EEn IR maES

EE BT REEERNREZ B

EEE, "

Tagalog may napansin 'this mahahalagang impormasyon tungkol sa inyong paglilingkod sa tubig at may
karapatan mo . hinihimok namin ang mo ang pansin sa isang puno na isinalin sa wikang maintindihan mo at
bago ka gumawa ng mga desisyon na may hihingin sa ilalim ng pansin ito . '

Arabic " Laldl) sbiall ¢ daga cilaglra o jladY) 138 (g giay
il 9% 0 1o dand gl digia o 25 el

Lgagll A3t ) Jalsily ey 138 das 5 cudl

2 9oz A glhaa (1985 3B i )8 (gf 33N U

Sy 1

Korean "0| & &0 &
MH|AE HS5HD g S| .
O| EX|ME #Hot7t Osst= Aoj 2 HA| HYLJAEL Tt
ofzfofl 2% 4+ A= 2™ 2 27| Mo

ol &X|."

German "Dieser Hinweis enthalt wichtige Informationen zu lhrem Wasser
Dienst und kénnen lhre Rechte beeintrachtigen. Wir ermutigen Sie dazu
diese Mitteilung vollstandig in eine Sprache ubersetzt, die Sie verstehen

und bevor Sie Entscheidungen treffen, die unter Umstanden erforderlich sind
diesen Hinweis."

Urdu "-oz Jabé Slaglas ol e 2 0L S (S S G s s ol

o 0 e i S DS deala S Ol o S S e S Gaia Sl ) ek
b eaan Gl s 2 LS LS (e ) ol e i JeSa S g ol
-:Lé&xﬁuﬂéuﬂ%wﬁ@eﬁeiﬁc‘gcmw‘J}‘

- 5

Guijarati "1 «ll(2UHI dH 11 ULl (A HécC{%Q[ Yiledl &

Adl 2 dHRL 1[5 1A 53 A3 B. wH dHA UlcdifSd 5714 A
dlH U4 91 d GLINHT L Yetledl YRl ejdle

U dN S165UBL [(QLA] €] d USd| B wddld %3] S16 2wl YUeil."
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