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The Committee as a Whole meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 8, 2015 by Mayor Seth Speiser. Members present were Mayor Seth Speiser,
Trustee Mike Blaies, Trustee Ray Matchett, Trustee Lisa Meehling, Trustee Elizabeth
Niebruegge, Trustee Dean Pruett, Trustee Matt Trout, Public Works Director John
Tolan (6:28 p.m.), Village Clerk Jerry Menard, Zoning Administrator Gary Henning,

Village Administrator Tony Funderburg and Office Manager Julie Polson.

Guests

present: Plan Commission members Steve Woodward, Bryan Vogel, Mary Krieg, Dale
Klohr, Bill Schwartz, Vic Rose, Lee Smith, Jared Kanallakan from Moran Economic
Development; and Frank Heiligenstein.

A. Old Business:

1.

Approval of July 16, 2015 minutes: Trustee Matt Trout motioned to approve the
July 16, 2015 minutes and Trustee Ray Matchett seconded the motion. All voting
yea, the motion carried.

Comprehensive Plan Update: Administrator Funderburg said he wanted this
meeting for everyone to come together before we go out to the public hearing,
This is a very important document, one that will last for 10-20 years, and wants
this to reflect the Village of Freeburg. This was one of the first things Mayor
Speiser asked for us to complete. Tony noted the Plan Commission did a lot of
work on this already. The Plan Commission asked for tables and other
information to be updated. This project, at most, will cost us $16,000 because of
all the hard work already done. Tony thinks we need to come up with a plan that
is the best for the majority of the Village of Freeburg. In order to keep this
moving forward, he would like to send this to the Plan Commission for their final
review and recommendation. Tony reiterated this has to be a group effort, and
affirmed the meeting tonight is not because we are trying to push the plan
through, rather to obtain input from both the Plan Commission and Board of
Trustees.

The changes from our last meeting have been incorporated into the draft
document that was provided to everyone. Jared stated he is here to provide a
quick overview and advised the utilities and goals and objectives sections have
been updated. He confirmed our goal is to get the plan closer to completion, and
said it is not final by any means. His job is to make sure everyone’s input is
heard. The graph on page 11 reflects an updated age distribution, and on page 34,
descriptions for the categories have been added. Jared believes the numbers for
the tables on pages 31-37 are point of sale and do not include internet sales. The
table headings and table of contents will be updated.
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Jared was able to talk with Robert Gibson regarding the undermining and
incorporated that information into the plan. Bill Schwartz questioned the
wording in the last paragraph on page 45, and wanted to know what buildings we
are talking about. Jared said this language came from the original
comprehensive plan. Both Trustee Niebruegge and Trustee Meehling said we are
looking to make the document relevant now.

Updates have been made to the future land use map on page 53 and also
the undermining maps on page 57. Information from the Illinois State Geological
Survey Data was utilized. Dale Klohr would like to see big displays of the maps
available for the public hearing.

The Infrastructure and Village Services Goals and Objectives, Land Use
and Livability Goals were reviewed by Jared. Updates were made to these from
meetings previously held with Public Works and Administration. After this, the
Plan Commission will meet for final notes and revisions. After that is done, a
motion to the board to set date and time for a public hearing will be done.
Moran Economic Development will conduct the public hearing. After the
hearing, an ordinance will be presented to adopt the final plan. Jared
recommended that everyone should keep reviewing and looking at the plan for
any changes necessary.

Steve Woodward asked if the objectives were ranked, and Jared said no.
Dale said there a lot of work with goals and objectives and asked who is going to
implement all of them? Jared explained it is more of a policy and you can choose
to implement whichever ones you want. It is meant to serve as a guide. Trustee
Trout said that is when you have to trust the people you elect to move forward
with it. Tony said he sees the document as a tool to use that gives potential
businesses the information they need. He will use this plan when he writes
grants. The plan will highlight the vision of the village so we can be prepared
when we need to attend Board of Appeals hearings for St. Clair County. We can
use this as a guide to show how we want the land developed around the village.

In response to Dale’s comment, Tony would like to prioritize projects, and
come up with an action plan. He said some things may happen, some may never
happen, but we have a guideline in place and can use the plan as a reference.
Frank said when you look at the total document, you have a multitude of boards,
commission, etc., and asked where are you going to find all the people to make up
these boards, commissions, etc. Frank said to implement a lot of this in here, we
need about $35-$50 million to do these things and get them done. Frank said
anything referencing the TIF or public transportation should be deleted. Trustee
Niebruegge said it’s not only the village that should be responsible to obtain
businesses, the Chamber and others need to step up. Tony said we need a strong
community to back the businesses that come in. Elizabeth said that’s why should
leave the TIF in. The plan addresses the next 10-20 years, and a TIF may be a
positive option.
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B.
C.
D,
E.

Frank said with respect to promoting the village, we need to change the
psychology of Freeburg residents by shopping in Freeburg and establishing a
business here. Elizabeth said the Chamber needs to become strong and help
promote businesses. She believes the comprehensive plan would give the
committees and people direction. The last thing she would want to see in our
comprehensive plan is something that it isn’t possible.

Steve referenced page 43, and said we need to make a decision on
replacing mobile homes. Steve said that needs to be a well communicated policy.
Steve asked what infill housing is and Jared said that is any vacant lot in a
residential area. Mayor Speiser said we need affordable housing for new families.
Mixed use zoning designations was briefly discussed. The Plan Commission will
continue to review the comprehensive plan at their next meeting on September
3oth at 7:30 p.m.

New Business: None.
General Concerns: None,
Public Participation: See above.

Adjourn: Trustee Matt Trout motioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:00 p-m.
and Trustee Dean Pruett seconded the motion. All voting yea, the motion

carried.

Julie Polson
Office Manager
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